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By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


I am always delighted when someone unearths family treasures that 
knowledge. Just recently Mrs. Grover Roll, 


ee 


t Publication UE the Terre Haute High School 


9-13-55- T 
can add to our local historical 
208 South Twenty-third street, was going through some of 


the effects of her late father, W. Robert Paige, a lifelong resident of this city, a consultant engineer 


and súrveyor, and a past master of Social 
Mrs. Roll found two copies of the school 


Lodge No. 86, F. & A. M. 
public ation of Terre Haute’s first high school located at the 


_ Normal School, now the campus of LS.T.C. The ear liest is dated December 2, 1885, Vol. 1, No. 1 and 


titled High School Journal. The other is The 


three cents. 
Considering that these little 


Papers are over 70 years old, they 


School Journal for February 10, 1886, Vol. 1, No. 4, Price 


are in a very good state of preserva- 


tion. They measure about five by 10 inches and consist of only two pages pr uted on both sides. The 
first one explains that “the removal of the high sc hool to the corner uf Seventh and Walnut streets, 
will certainly be of great advan- )¢——-—————_-——__—_____ 


tage to the Normal School, as a 
great many new scholars can then 


j| be accommodated. But would this 


mean an in- 
crease of teach- 
ers? 

One column; 
was devoted to 
“How we spent; 


our Thanksgiv- || 


Ed Cox 


ing.” | 
spent his pass- 
ing bills for J. 
a H. Miler in; 
Martinsville. W. ; 
Dorothy J. Clark DaN. Jo 
Robertson, Fred Longman and 
Charles Feidler played “Seven 
Up” in Dunbar’s barn. Ed Paine 
husked pumpkins. Hervey Rich- 
ardson took a trip to Macksville 
(West Terre Haute) on his bicvcle. 
Ed Hulman chased a wild turkey 
up to Otter Creek. Others men- 
tioned were G. Rogers, Ed Smith, 
H. Schloss, L. Lyne. F. Blake, 
S. Merrill and Richard Strong. 


Rose Boys Mentioned. 


Another news item stated that 
“The Thanksgiving recess of the 
Polytechnic was extended one day | 
longer in order to give the stu- 
dents an opportunity to witness | 
the funeral of the late Vice Prosi- 
dent Hendricks. Many of the boys 
instead of attending the funeral 
were engaged in stretching a wire 
for a short line telegraph.” 

This first school paper was is- 


| sued semimonthly by George F. 
Westfall, publisher and proprietor, 


His editors were H. M. Havens, 
Arnold Layman, Leo Sirronia and 
Sigmund Frank. Their first edi- 


|| torial concerned the fact that the 


i| services of 
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the special music 
teacher had heen dispensed with 
by the school board. The students 
agreed that this was a mistake. 


“There seems to be a great dil- 
ference of opinion in regard to the 
cost of erecting the new high school 
building ‘now Wiley High School) 
between the two daily newspa- 


pers,” and they quoted from the | 


ively SLEW 
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‘gas fixture in 
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recess one of the girls attempted 
to swim to the pump to get a 
drink, but before she got halfway 
she could go no further, on account 
of the mud. Two of the third-year 
girls made an attempt to rescue 
her but also stuck fast in the mud 
... asad plight.” 


Some names mentioned in the 


Gazette: “The new high school 
building will not cost $75.000 or 
$90,000, and says that Architect 
Vrydagh gives the assurance that 
it will not. The site cost $20,000, 
the contract for the basement: 
$11,000 and the contract for Wimer | | 
& Higgins is $31.000, making in all | | 
$62,000. This does not complete | | 
the building, and it will take at personal column were: Cora Dod- 
least $10,000 more for the furniture, į son, Frank Ball, Fred Freers, | 
heating apparatus which will cost ! | Mayme Hendricks. Katie Hopewell, i 
$7,000 or $8,000, to say nothing of ' | May LeVan, Julius Strouse, Cora | 
the repair of the grounds and other ' | Turner, Carrie Peddle, Ernest | 
incidental expenses.” | | Alden and Grace Layman. 

One brash editor asked: e Advertisers of the 80'S. 
someone say that the Schcol Board 
was to fit up a gymnasium in the 
new building? We don't helieve 
it, anyhow, for what's the use of 
| being up with the times?” 


Advertisements were from the 
following in 1885: S. Loeb & Co., 
which sold hats, caps, gleves, | 
| robes, etc., at the Sign of the Black | 

| | Bear: L. F. Perdue was sole agnt | 
for the Cross Creek Lehigh coal at ; 

No. 20 North Sixth strect; A. G. | 
Austin & Co. advocated “no more | 
white elephant — gifts—encourage | 
that bright-eyed boy to work, give | 
him a scroll saw, set of tools, carv- į 
ing tools, pocket knife . . . skates 
for boys and girls . . . ice and 
roller.” | ; 

The next year, 1886. included | 
some of these advertisements: | 
Jno. Dobbs’ Grocery had maple | 
syrup, eic.; the Central Book Store 

[had valentines; Probst & Fisbeck | 

| pictured “The Star,” a bicycle with | 

|a large, high tront wheel and a; 
small back wheel. Eiser, at the! 

| corner of Ninth and Main, offered 

l fresh caramels, fruits, nuts, etc.; 

IW, W Dale was a jeweler at 656 

| Main. The Star Laundry was a 802 

| Main street. 

Mrs. Roll’s grandfather, W, H. 
Paige, was represented. His cem- 

‘pany dealt in “pianos, organs, 
‘sheet music and musical merchan- 
| dise.” The Opera House Bookstore, 

' TE. L. Godecke, bookseller. offered 
stationery and news publications, ; 
at 406 Main street. S. C. Stimson; 
& Co., 673 Main, sold wallpaper, 
window shades and school books. 

These small items of early Terre 
Haute history, I am happy tu re- 

ie have been placed in our new 


Teen Fashions, 


We learn of the fashions for teen- 
age boys of the 80's from this 
item: “It is now in order for the 
| fourth-vear boys to wear plug hats | 
f- . . Some of the boys want the 
No. 6 raised. It; 
strikes the pompadour.” | 

But gas lights were on their way | 


| out, for sure, as witness this little 

i squib: “A countryman while pass- | 
ing the school the day when the 

test of the electric light was being | 
| made, was overheard to make the | 
following remark to his companion, ' 
‘Say, John. ain't it pretty righ 

time for us to start home? The ; 
stars are out.’ ” 

Many remarks in this issue are 
about “improvements are, or’ 
Should be in order; why not have 
a brick walk laid entirely around 
the building? When it tains or 
thaws after a snow, the mud isn't 
more than six inches dtecp in the; 
shallow places or more than two 
feet deep in the really soft spots. 
This is the condition at present, 
There is only one way to get 

, around it and that is to take the; 
back walk down Mulberry until 
you get to Sixth stretet—then come | 
up the center walk, but if you do; 
this you are to suffer for disobey- 
ing rules. Indeed, we believe jit) 
would be a paying investment tor | 
some capitalist to establish a ferry ; 
or petrhaps set up an elevated | 

i railroad or build a suspension 

| bridge . Monday afternoon at | 


Historical Museum of the Wabash 
Valley, al 1411 South Sixth strect, 
! where they can be carefully pre- 
, served for future generations. 

| 


For more than a century she stood. 
Proud, the vyielder.of ideals. 

" Bearing uncountable” footsteps, 
Ceaseless chatter and tremulous tears. 


Siroag oh: “masonry, Sani of her loves... . 
The youth of each generation. ~ 


Guiding each individual, eliciting tolerance, 
©) Giving of hope and Faith through the, cater 
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Her heart, the teachers, imparting knowledge, hag W ne 


To her life's blood . . . inquiring young; pinia mee ug. 
Can all this be nd fe Roe DS ie 


45 When the physical plant disappears rA 


= 


| think not! 
Instilled character and. ideals.live. obs. 
Pass to children’s, children’s children. , 
Memories, tales retold, become legend’ fo the ears. 


Brick and mortar be hanged! -~ re ae a 


- There will always beia nye Sane 
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